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The main Viet !inh atiack at present is directed toward Iaiphong. The
French are reluctant to commit a large number of troops to meet this attack,
however, because: they fear it is a foint to cover an ultimate attacic in the
[lanoi area., The main Viet [inh objective aporears to be thae control of Houte
Coloniale 13, with the possibility of action toward the south to draw strong
counterforces into the Dong Tricu~Uong Bi axis. It is also possivle that
the Viet 'inh will strike against Lue ilame The Phu Luan; Thuong-Luc !am road
is currently mcenaced by one rigular Vioet !inh battalion and three territorial
bavtalions north of Phu Lan; Thuong. In addition, elements of the 303 Drigade
arce shelling the area northwest of Vinh Yen and scvoral Viet 'inh babtalions
ars apraaring west and southirest of the lled Divor.

<lthoush the present main attuclk is in the Jong Tricu arca, the French Com-
nand in Jainhong is on guard arainst Viet Jinh feints to the north of
daishong and Muang Yon and arailnst attacks from the sca. The Jrench are
depending upon forces iu the 3ept razodes area to maintain a mosition from
vhich they could staze mancuvers aimed at creating the immression of a
scrious mchace to the flanks ol the atbacking Viet 'inh lorces.

Tronch troops in the ilanci area ar:s disposed as foilows:

a) The Jirst Division “archz Tonkin is covaring the arca north of lanoi,
controlling the axis of ..oute loloniale 3 and assurin: {roedon of
movenient along Joute Coloniule 2.

b} The 3econd Division ..wrche Tonkin is juurding llouts “rovinciale 13
batween ’hn Lang Thuon: and Lue jam.

On 26 and 27 larch 1351 two .iot inh roziments attackelloute Joloniule 10

botwaen Teong Di and lao ikhe, canturing the posts, dun and reservoir four

kilonstors north of Uony 5i.#  trench losses in this engagement were high.
25X1A

* Cormont. .ceording to available information, the 7Vizt ilinh
captured vong 21 on 2 pril 1751.
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